Board of Trustees

VILLAGE OF MILLERTON

Regular Meeting

May 16, 2011
The Village Board of Trustees regular meeting was held on Monday, May 16, 2011 at 7:00pm with Mayor John Scutieri presiding. Trustees present: Jay Reynolds, Yosh Schulman, Marty Markonic and Debra Middlebrook. Also present: Richard Howard- Chief of Police, Karen P. McLaughlin- Treasurer-Deputy Clerk, Chris Kennan- Townscape, Cathy Fenn-Townscape, Troy Ramcharran-Events under the Stars, Holly Nelson and Jocelyn Ayer-Housing US, Mary Linge-Hudson River Housing, Bob Trotta, Tom Moore, Keith Nolan- all from Davis & Trotta. 
Attorney Services-Robert Trotta discussed his interest in serving as counsel for the Village at a rate of $100 per hour, with cases of more complexity $150 -$175 per hour. He and his firm are located at 122 Route 44, making them local and accessible. Trotta introduced Keith Nolan and Tom Moore, both in his firm. Trotta explained the advantages of multiple attorneys versed in various issues at the villages available for services. Tom Moore is currently special prosecutor for the Town of North East. Keith Nolan is knowledgeable in Planning and Zoning issues. Tom Moore explained that he currently is working for the Town of North East, primarily with motor vehicle traffic cases. Keith Nolan explained that he is usually on the other end of Planning and Zoning municipal litigation, so he would have to turn his hat around. Trotta reported that Nolan attended Dartmouth and Harvard Law and comes to the table with vast experience. The Mayor explained that the village has some concerns about conflicts of interest, particularly a current case that is against the Village, which the plaintiff in the suit is his client. Trotta said he dropped that case. He also reported that he deeded his Dutchess Avenue property to his daughter and if there were to be a conflict he would be the first one to disclose that to the Mayor and Board. Trustee Schulman stated that the timing is strange as the board just appointed the Village attorney in April. Trotta stated that he was not aware of the timing or the appointment. Trustee Middlebrook asked if there would be any conflict with the current services they provide the Town of North East. He replied, “No.” Trustee Schulman asked if he was proposing to represent the Village himself personally or the firm. He said the firm and Tom Moore would be the primary counsel. The board announced that they would keep their resumes on file.
Housing Us – Hudson River Housing-Accessory Apartment Program

The mayor introduced Holly Nelson, Jocelyn Ayer and Mary Linge. He reported that in his discussions with them before the meeting, he gained much knowledge and appreciation for their programs. Holly Nelson explained that she was involved with many organizations, particularly Berkshire Taconic. Berkshire Taconic is a group of about 500 funds that are managed for the purpose of channeling funds locally, giving  back to the community and for the common good of all. The Tri-Corner Alliance serves this area of New York and Connecticut, where the situations are often similar. We look at a whole range of housing needs. Housing affects all of us. 
Jocelyn Ayers- Housing US discussed their proposal to create a guide on how to provide accessory apartments to those in need and those wishing to rent them. She explained that an accessory apartment is an apartment in a single resident, where the landlord/owner also lives on the property. She explained that opportunities can be created for the homeowner, as well as the renter. This arrangement can provide a housing option for a hospital worker, young professional, student, etc… In turn, it can help the mortgage payer. Also for seniors, this situation could provide security by having someone around and even work with them on rent and/or bartering chores and assistance. She submitted an example brochure guide for “The Accessory Apartment Program.” She offered that they would create a pamphlet specifically for Millerton and work with the Planning and Zoning Boards, whereby helping the homeowner through the entire process. For example, how to separate heating and utilities, noise barriers, separate entrances, etc… There may not be much demand for that here but even to have a few in each town or region is helpful. She asked to proceed with the pamphlet, which would be approved by the Village Board prior to its distribution. The cost associated with the pamphlet is zero, as funding has been raised to extend this program to Millerton. The mayor asked how, other than the website is the information disseminated. She gave examples of additional inserts in water bills, tax bills, newsletters, newspapers, featured presentations. They are currently partnering with Salisbury Bank to outreach from this branch and she reported that “word of mouth” has been the most effective source of information. 
Mary Linge reported that Hudson River Housing has been around serving Dutchess County for 29 years. Their purpose is to develop safe, affordable housing for all. They believe that everyone deserves safe affordable housing. They offer a wide variety of services for home buyers and homeowners. She explained that education is the key. They provide group education and one-on-one counseling. They take people though the entire process. They provide grants for first time home buyers, as well as provide landlord training such as how to access a renter’s credit report and do background checks. They are doing this in Poughkeepsie already. They also provide education and programs for foreclosure prevention. None of the people that have gone through their program for education or house buying assistance has gone into foreclosure. She reiterated that education is the key. They work with the Dyson Foundation and their research shows that the northeast area of the county was lacking representation. They decided to open a satellite office in the northeast corner and chose Millerton. They will be here at the North East Community Center one day a week and will provide all the same services. She expressed that they are excited to be able to provided services in this area. The best referral service has always been “word of mouth.” She also said that they really feel that they will make a difference and help a lot of people here. Trustee Middlebrook asked if there would be a cost to the participants. Mary Linge explained that the foreclosures program was federally funded and there was no cost but the state and federal agencies have cut foreclosure funding. As far as the home buying and home selling educational services, there is a fee for the home buyer of $50 per household. The program is not focused on making a profit. Motion made by Trustee Reynolds, seconded by Trustee Schulman and all were in favor to give conceptual approval to the program for Millerton and authorize Jocelyn to proceed with the informational pamphlet. 
Events under the Stars and Zumba- Troy Ramcharran announced that this was his 3rd year doing the Movies Under the stars. He is increasing the variety of events. He plans to have 2 movies and host a Zumba Night with instructors at the park. The instructors are all local. Motion made by Trustee Markonic, seconded by Trustee Schulman and all were in favor to approve his proposed programs. He requested the Village cover his events at the park with the Village’s insurance to keep costs down. Clerk to check with the insurance company. 
Railing on John Street- Chris Kennan of Townscape discussed the railing project in front of Gilded Moon on John Street. He brought a sample of a railing and provided a picture of a simple one with just rings at the top. He reported that he received quotes from 6 contractors. They all estimated the same railing. Because of the scroll pattern, the proposed one is more expensive. Kennan asked if there was something the Board would compromise with that would have a bit more interest than the basic rings, while meeting all safety codes. The mayor reported that he helped him take it out of his truck and reported that it is very heavy and of substantial material. The mayor explained that this will be in a very prime location in the village. The board discussed the various designs. Kennan explained that the railing top came in different sizes and shaped. The solid one would not rust. The paint that is on it is automotive and the quality is definitely high and adequate public traffic. Trustee Markonic questioned whether we had to go out to bid again. The mayor reported that they did get quotes and this design is lower than 4 of the other submitted with only one lower. The bid was based on the round top. The solid cast top is more durable. Trustee Middlebrook discussed her concern about the water shutoff valve. The mayor reported that valve was moved. Middlebrook explained that if we are going to be putting this beautiful railing, can we repair that one block with concrete where the asphalt is settling? The Mayor announced that the asphalt was temporary. The board discussed replacing the whole block, as well as at the bottom of the stairs where some concrete needs to be repaired. The mayor discussed a multi-model fund thru the state that the Village has a balance of $5,248.76 in it. We can use that and/or try to fund through Chips as it is a sidewalk and is safety related. Clerk to contact CHIPS and Multi-modal for funding availability. Board consensus: This design and contractor provided a quote less than the 4 other contractor drawings and the one lower bid was so vague that it was unclear what it included. Kennan reported that when the old railing is removed, it would need to be marked off and made safe until the new railing gets installed. Motion made by Trustee Markonic, seconded by Trustee Reynolds and all were in favor to hire John F Graney Metal Design to fabricate and install a new fence on John Street based on the contribution from Townscape of $2,000 and a cost to the Village not to exceed $9,999.00 and to seek reimbursement first with the balance in the Multi-Modal Program of $5,248.76 and the balance to be reimbursed by CHIPS, if applicable.
Townscape-Cathy Fenn asked about the $500 in A.8510.0400 for flowers. She would like to use it this year. Board Consensus-ok.

Treasurer’s Report (Period Ending April 30, 2011)

	 
	BALANCE
	 
	 
	BALANCE

	 
	04/01/11
	RECEIPTS
	DISBURSED
	04/30/11

	General Fund Savings 
	$167,299.32 
	$29,461.04 
	$27,200.04 
	$169,560.32 

	Capital Reserve Fund
	34,527.06 
	7.33 
	0.00 
	34,534.39 

	Capital Projects-Sidewalk
	47,373.55 
	9.67 
	0.00 
	47,383.22 

	Capital Projects-Photovoltaic
	27,990.11 
	0.00 
	0.00 
	27,990.11 

	Water Fund Savings
	18,310.41 
	66,145.27 
	31,664.37 
	52,791.31 

	Planning Board Escrow
	11,752.88 
	0.00 
	44.00 
	11,708.88 

	Trust
	1,100.62 
	21,741.98 
	23,395.80 
	(553.20)

	Accounts Payable
	531.63 
	39,011.25 
	36,248.38 
	3,294.50 

	TOTAL
	$308,885.58 
	$156,376.54 
	$118,552.59 
	$346,709.53 


	FEMA

	I would like to report that thanks to Amber's work and attention to detail, the Village will receive a check in the amount of $3,763.01 for the 12/26/2010 storm. Labor $810.56, Equipment $2,626.25, Materials $160.65, and Administration $165.60. This will help offset the cost of this past winter's storms.

	PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEM

	The Village received a bill from Solar Liberty in the amount of $189,627.00. NYSERDA has not issued the Village a payment yet. I request the Board authorize payment to Solar Liberty, once the check is received, so they do not have to wait another month to receive payment. Motion made by Trustee Schulman, seconded by Trustee Reynolds and all were in favor. Motion passed.

	TRANSFER

	I request a resolution to transfer $4,555.50 from the General Fund to the Capital Projects-Sidewalk fund for a sidewalk bill paid out of the General Fund. Motion made by Trustee Schulman, seconded by Trustee Schulman and all were in favor. Motioned passed.

	COMP TIME

	There is one remaining employee owed Comp Time. As this is the last payroll of the fiscal year, I request a resolution to pay Steven Merwin 67.70 hours of accumulated Comp Time at a rate of $19.28. I also request a budget adjustment to transfer the following: Although the Budget Transfer is included with the list, I will need a separate resolution.

	BUDGET TRANSFERS

	I request a resolution for the attached Budget Amendments. Motion made by Trustee Schulman, seconded by Trustee Reynolds and all were in favor. Motion passed.

	EXPENSE REPORT

	An Expense Report has been submitted to include expenses through 5-16-2011.

	AUDIT

	The audit continues. They have given no indication as to when they will be finished.

	FISCAL YEAR END

	May 31, 2011 will conclude the 2010-2011 fiscal year. There will be a few bills in June that will be charged to the 2010-11 fiscal year. After the June 20th meeting in June that will be charged to the 2010-11 fiscal year. After the June 20th meeting , I will close the books, prepare the Annual Report to the State and report to the Village Board the financial status.

	TRANSFER FROM GENERAL FUND TO CAPITAL RESERVE

	I request a resolution to transfer the following reserves, as well as the interest earned:

	          A.1660.0440.0000     CODEBOOK          $500.00
          A.8020.0410.0000     MASTER PLAN     $2,000.00
Reminder that the Clock Tower and Records Restoration reserve line items were spent throughout the year. Motion made by Trustee Middlebrook, seconded by Trustee Markonic and all were in favor. Motioned passed.

	TAXES

	I will pick up the taxes from Dutchess County OCIS in Poughkeepsie tomorrow and the Village Taxes will be sent out on June 1st.


CLERKS REPORT
· North East Dutchess Fund Grant (NED) – The Grant Application for the Basket Ball Court(s) was submitted on May 6, 2011 (copies are on file in the Village Hall). Applicants will be informed within three (3) months after submittal.
· Liquor License renewal applications have been received by the clerk for the following:
· 18 Main Street
· 5916 North Elm Avenue
· 53 Main Street
The board discussed each and asked the Chief if he had a problem with any of them. He said not at this time but would like to be informed when they come up for renewal. The Clerk has started the policy of informing the Chief of Police and will report to the Board on a regular basis.
MINUTES for APPROVAL and ADDENDUM- 
April 4, 2011 (tabled at previous meeting)-The Board discussed the minutes of April 4, 2011. It was brought up that on page one, the attendance stated that Trustee Markonic was there and not Trustee Schulman. This was not the case. Other than that correction, all resolutions appear correct. Motion made by Trustee Reynolds, seconded by Trustee Schulman to accept the minutes of April 4th. Trustee Middlebrook and Trustee Markonic abstained as they were both absent. The mayor voted-Aye and the motion was passed.
April 18, 2011-Motion made by Trustee Middlebrook, seconded by Trustee Markonic to approve the minutes of April 18th. Trustee Schulman abstained as he was absent. The mayor also voted-Aye and the motion passed.
January 24, 2011 - Motion made by Trustee Markonic, seconded by Trustee Reynolds and all were in favor to authorize the following addendum into the minutes of May 16, 2011. Motion passed.
Addendum for minutes of January 24, 2011….

Minutes of January 24, 2011 read as the following:

Abstract 2010-2011: Vouchers #2011303 to #2011351

General Fund
$ 12,924.83

Water Fund
$ 9,960.43

CD Fund
$ 977.46

H Fund
$ 9,960.43

Motion made by Trustee Reynolds, seconded by Trustee Middlebrook authorizing the payment of bills for Abstract #2010-2011: Vouchers #2011303 to #2011351 for the General Fund in the amount of $12,924.83, the Water Fund in the amount of $9,960.43, the CD Fund in the amount of $977.46 and the H Fund in the amount of $9,960.43, all five (5) board members approved and motion was passed.

Minutes of January 24, 2011 should read as the following:

Abstract 2010-2011: Vouchers #2011303 to #2011351

General Fund
$ 12,924.83

Water Fund
$ 9,960.43

CD Fund
$ 977.46

H Fund
$ 327.04

Motion made by Trustee Reynolds, seconded by Trustee Middlebrook authorizing the payment of bills for Abstract #2010-2011: Vouchers #2011303 to #2011351 for the General Fund in the amount of $12,924.83, the Water Fund in the amount of $9,960.43, the CD Fund in the amount of $977.46 and the H Fund in the amount of $327.04, all five (5) board members approved and motion was passed.

Voucher Detail Report page 9 is attached to reflect the amount paid.

Poppy Proclamation-The Mayor read the proclamation as follows:

Poppy Proclamation

[image: image1.wmf]
WHEREAS, America is the land of freedom, preserved and protected willingly and freely by citizen soldiers;
WHEREAS, Millions who have answered the call to arms have died on the field of battle;
WHEREAS, a nation at peace must be reminded of the price of war and the debt owed to those who have died in war;
WHEREAS, the red poppy has been designated as a symbol of sacrifice of lives in all wars; and
WHEREAS, The American Legion Auxiliary has pledged to remind America annually of this debt through the distribution of the memorial flower;
WHEREAS, The proceeds of this worthy fundraising campaign are used exclusively for the benefit of disabled and needy veterans and the widows and orphans of deceased veterans, American Legion Auxiliary Unit No. 178 of Millerton, New York, will offer poppies from May1, 2011 through Memorial Day, May 30, 2011;
THEREFORE, I, John Scutieri, Mayor of the Village of Millerton do hereby proclaim this 30th day of May, 2011, as POPPY DAY and ask that all citizens pay tribute to those who have made the ultimate sacrifice in the name of freedom by wearing the Memorial Poppy on this day.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set may hand and caused to be affixed the official seal of the Village of Millerton this 16th day of May, 2011.
_______________________________




SEAL
Mayor John Scutieri
Motion was made by Trustee Schulman, seconded by Trustee Schulman, seconded by Trustee Markonic and all were in favor to authorize the recognition of the Poppy Proclamation. Motion passed.
Memorial Day Proclamation 
[image: image2.jpg]



Village of Millerton

and
Town of North East

Proclamation

Whereas, THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, BY AN ACT OF CONGRESS, HAS DESIGNATED THE LAST MONDAY OF MAY, EACH YEAR, AS “MEMORIAL DAY”;

Whereas, MEMORIAL DAY HAS BEEN SET ASIDE TO HONOR THE MEMORY OF THOSE MILITARY PERSONNEL WHOM GAVE THEIR LIVES FOR, AND IN, THE DEFENSE OF OUR COUNTRY;

Whereas, RECOGNIZING THE SACRIFICES OF OUR NATIONS DEAD IS AN EXPRESSION OF PATRIOTISM IN ITS PUREST SENSE;

Whereas, ON MONDAY, MAY 30, 2011, THE MILLERTON POST #178, THE AMERICAN LEGION WILL CONDUCT CEREMONIES IN RECOGNITION OF OUR DEPARTED BROTHERS AND SISTERS;

Now, Therefore, BY VIRTUE OF THE AUTHORITY VESTED IN THE MAYOR OF THE VILLAGE OF MILLERTON, AND BY ORDER OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF NORTH EAST, BE IT HEREBY JOINTLY DECLARED THAT MONDAY, MAY 30, 2011, SHALL BE A SOLUMN DAY OF REMEMBERANCE IN OUR COMMUNITY AND ALL CITIZENS URGED TO JOIN THE MILLERTON AMERICAN LEGION POST IN TRIBUTE TO THOSE HONORED DEAD.

_______________________________

_____________________________

JOHN SCUTIERI, Mayor


DAVID SHERMAN, Supervisor

VILLAGE OF MILLERTON


TOWN OF NORTH EAST

Motion made by Trustee Reynolds, seconded by Trustee Schulman and all were in favor to adopt the above Memorial Day Proclamation recognizing the men and women who have fought and died for this country and support the celebrations planned as above. Motion passed.

Reports from Department Heads

Highway/Water-No report as Larry Merwin, Highway Supervisor’s father died unexpectedly.
Police Department- Chief Howard reported that the police car was hit by a deer a few days ago and estimates are being sought and it will be covered by insurance less the striping. Mayor asked that the car not be used until it gets fixed. The Chief reported a couple of burglaries locally and they are following up with them. 
Planning Board-No report
Recreation– Pavilion Rental Application- As the pavilion application was not available for board review; the Clerk will email it for approval. Trustee Reynolds announced that if a check –s is not retrieved within 30 days, the village should deposit it. Paul Zerbato, Dietrich Agency has been working with Amber on the wording and is supportive of the new application format. Clerk to follow up with Mayor and Trustees.

          

Committee Reports

Trustee Markonic discussed the pool. He reported it is full and seems to be staying full. Trustee Markonic suggested “Pebbleflex,” a coating that is really spongy to walk on and is also good for broken concrete. It is expensive but it is really good. Trustee Markonic is looking at alternative solutions. He reported that it is applied like a concrete but more durable. The board discussed that something needs to be done and the quick fixes are just that. Treasurer McLaughlin suggested taking a BAN out, rather than putting good money after bad year after year. He will keep looking and get some preliminary pricing.
Trustee Schulman updated the Board on the Photovoltaic System project. He reported that everything is progressing well. We are just waiting for Central Hudson to change the meter. We have submitted all of the paperwork for the milestones up to 3 and the fencing will be started next week.  
Memorial Day Parade- Trustee Middlebrook discussed restricting parking on Main Street during the heavy traffic hours of the parade.  The board discussed closing the road from N Center Street to the red light on Main Street. The Chief will work with the Clerk on printing up NO PARKING between 9am-12:00noon. There will be about 20-30 printed and posted in the Village.  
Trustee Reynolds reported that he had a request from Dave Sherman about the broken shut off valve in front of his house. The mayor said he will talk to Larry about it and he also was asked about it.

Trustee Reynolds asked if the village should discuss Robert Trotta’s Law Firm being hired as council to the Village. The biggest issue the village is concerned about is future conflict of interest. His strongest stance is that he is a local. As the Village currently has an attorney and the Board is satisfied with his performance, they will table it for now. If in the future, the Board is dissatisfied with the current representation, it will be readdressed.  
Engineer-Engineer Jurkowski was absent and the mayor announced that there will be a pre-construction meeting at the end of this week and the project will take approximately 4 weeks to complete. Trustee Middlebrook discussed Fish Street. She said that due to the Water Project, the water has been diverted and goes to 14 Fish Street and other yards. It has never been fixed property. Trustee Markonic said he would take a look at it and work with the Engineer.
Attorney’s Report-No report, Michael Hayes was absent.
Abstract 2010-2011: Vouchers #2011486 to #2011533 Batch # 201112
General Fund

$ 8,209.67

Water Fund

$ 8,558.00

CD Fund

$ 96.90

H Fund

$2,571.42

Motion made by Trustee Markonic, seconded by Trustee Reynolds and all were in favor to authorize the payment of Abstract 2010-2011, as presented above. Motion passed. 

Mayor’s Report
The mayor discussed the policy of brush removal. The village policy has been that the village would take it after a storm or with a reasonable request. Residents have been just putting stuff out and calling the village randomly. They are putting larger and larger piles out. The policy was intended for storm damage but the village has been picking it up as a courtesy. The mayor discussed where they put the brush and that it is getting crowded there and they don’t have anywhere to put it any more, back behind the play ground. The mayor discussed with the Board that if this is a service, the Village wishes to continue, should we get a wood chipper? He asked where we go from here. Maybe a specified time in the fall and spring can be allocated to rent a chipper. The Town of North East has a big chipper. It was brought up that the Village could ask to share services. The Board expressed concern that if something should happen to it, the Town would go after the Village and that it would be wiser for the village to rent one 2 or 3 times a year. The mayor will discuss it with Larry before bringing it back to the Board.
Adjourn- Motion made by Trustee Reynolds, seconded by Trustee Schulman and all were in favor to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 9:48pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Karen P. McLaughlin

Treasurer / Deputy Clerk

NEXT REGULAR MEETING: Monday, June 20, 2011 @ 7:00PM
Approved 6/20/2011
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