The Dutchess County Communities All Hazards Mitigation Plan:  Partners in Protecting Our Communities
by Dr. Katie Palmer-House, Dutchess County Communities AHMP Liaison
In recent years, Dutchess County communities have seen more than a fair share of weather-related damage due to the impact of global climatic changes.  Thanks to support from State Senator Vincent Leibell, the Towns of Amenia, Beekman, Dover, Milan North East, Pawling and Pine Plains were the recipients of a grant to develop a multi-jurisdictional All Hazards Mitigation Plan.  To help explain the purpose, benefits and process of an All Hazards Mitigation Plan, here are some frequently asked questions and answers:
1.  What is an All Hazards Mitigation Plan (AHMP)?

An AHMP is a comprehensive proactive plan that identifies significant natural hazards and strategies to reduce or eliminate current and future risks to residents and property.  Plans may be developed on a countywide or multi-jurisdictional basis and must be approved by the New York State Emergency Management Office (SEMO) and Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).
2.  What is the purpose of an AHMP?
An AHMP helps communities identify and prioritize steps to reduce or eliminate risks to residents and property due to natural hazards that may include flooding, ice and thunderstorms, fire or other hazards. Sometimes hazards can be addressed with preventive steps such as trimming tree limbs at risk during ice storms.  In other instances, reducing or eliminating risks may require large scale projects such as culvert upgrades, bridge replacements and detention ponds. 

3.  What are the benefits of an AHMP?
The benefits are many and include a detailed, factual summary of each jurisdiction’s vulnerability along with specific actions that may reduce losses from identified hazards. Plans are typically developed by communities with guidance from a AHMP consultant. Community participation is essential and required in plan development.  Residents, school personnel, town and law enforcement officials and community volunteers including fire departments and emergency services are invited to participate. In addition, participation of town highway departments is also especially helpful.  Lastly, communities with FEMA-approved plans are eligible to apply for FEMA project grants for flooding, pre-disaster and hazard mitigation.
4.  What are the steps involved in developing an AHMP?  

Plan development consists of four phases: 1) the Planning Process, 2) Risk Assessment, 3) Mitigation Strategies and 4) Plan Maintenance.
During the Planning Process, representatives from all communities are designated to help coordinate local information-gathering and outreach for each jurisdiction.  The Risk Assessment Phase involves identification and profiles of identified hazards, review of available data, prioritizing hazard risks and research of mitigation alternatives. During the Mitigation Strategies phase, action plans are developed for each community to reduce or eliminate risks and to review the plan on an annual basis.  Lastly, the Plan Maintenance phase involves development of a schedule and record-keeping process for plan review on an annual basis and an AHMP update every five years.
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